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American Association

for the Advancement of Stience .7
. July 7, 1979
JOHN T. EDSALL, Chairman : HARYARD UNIVERSITY ﬁ
C i ien ’
Frc:::;:‘e:nodn ::;P:'::;my BIOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
it . . 16 DIVINITY AVENUE

CAMBRIDGE, MASS 02135
(617) 495.2314
Exwo Sr. Presidente de la Republica Argentina

Lieutencht General Jorge Rafael Videla
Ealcarce 50

1064 Euenocs Aires

Argentins

Dear President Videlsn,

May I respectfully request, on behalf of our Comrittee and the American
Aszociatlon for the Advencement of Science, informestion concerning the fate of the
distinguished electronics engineer, Hector Antonio Abrales, whose kiﬂﬁﬁpping and
disappearance were reported in the Fuenos Aires Herdld of Jaruary 26, 1979. Dr.
Abrales was Vice rresident of the firm Sieea, which importe electronic products,

a director of Aselec, an electronic consulting firm, and President of the con=-
sultants Cotela. Fe is reported to have telephoned {o his wife on the evening of
the day when he was seized, but according to our information nothing has ever been
heard of him szince.

We have heard from other sources that Dr. Abralee is now definitely believed
to te dead; it is reported that he died during an interrogation session. Of course
we have no way of knowing the truth of sueh reports, but on account of the extreme
gravity of the information we have received we ask most earnestly for definite
information concerning the facts of the case of Dr. Abrales. It is deeply disturb-
ing to ue that such things can still hapcen in Argentina.

The American Association for the Advancement of Science has charged our Com= .
mittee with the responeitility for monitsring conditions throughout the world \& N’ta\\n
the status of human righte of scientiste and engineers, and endeavoring to be aﬂ
of aid; whenever poseible, in helpinz to correct vioclations of human rights.

Since such 8 serioue violation is slleged to have taken plece, in the cass of

Dr. Abreles, we enter a most earnest plea for clarification and for Qorrection

of what has happened., if possible. 1If Dr. Abrales is still alive, we respectfully
regueet hie relemese frow detention, if no charges have been brought against him.

1f such charges have teen brought, we regquest that he bte epeedily trought io trial.
If he i9 indeed derd, we urge that thia fact be made known, to end the mgony of
disirese and uncertainty that has afflicted his family and friends.

Feapectiwlly yours,
e p————
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